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MTSS AND SPECIAL EDUCATION
True or False?
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PURPOSE: 
This guide is intended as a tool for supporting conversations around best practices among educators so that all students, including students with disabilities, are served within a comprehensive continuum of supports that helps them reach their full potential in all areas of their education. This guide, in its whole or in parts, is not intended to substitute for your compliance in following requirements of federal and state special education policies and procedures for programs, eligibility, service provision or student rights. While  not exhaustive, it should be viewed as a resource for improving adult practices that in turn help educators better serve students. 

TRUE or FALSE	MTSS is only for general education.

False:    MTSS is for all students. Many students with IEPs, particularly those with high incidence disabilities, spend most or all of their day in a general education setting (their individually determined least restrictive environment) which means they can benefit from a well-implemented MTSS. Students with disabilities can also benefit from the resources and other instructional help that a mutli-tiered system can offer and, with the collaboration among their teachers, MTSS can help educators tailor those resources whenever possible to help mitigate some of the challenges students also served through IEPs might experience in the general education setting.

TRUE or FALSE	MTSS is just a pathway to special education.
False:    MTSS is a general education initiative that offers a comprehensive continuum of supports intended to meet the needs of all learners but it is not a pathway, nor intended to be a barrier, to special education. MTSS is a proactive approach to identifying student needs and is intended to help struggling students remain in general education with tiered supports whenever possible. This is often a change of both mindset and practice for adults if processes have typically leaned toward special education placement (and potentially a lifelong label) as a first step to receive help.  

TRUE or FALSE	  MTSS paperwork and data collection are only for MTSS.
False:    In reality, documenting steps teachers and teams have taken to better understand and respond to student needs should be helpful at all levels of promoting students' success. If a student is suspected of having a disability, data that show response to instruction and intervention can be used as part of the comprehensive evaluation procedures and potential determination for special education eligibility. If special education needs are identified, this record of instructional problem solving and progress monitoring of interventions can help support the determination. MTSS documentation will also inform the development of impactful and effective IEPs. 

TRUE or FALSE	MTSS is not my job.
False:    MTSS is a schoolwide framework where everyone has a role to play, including teachers, paraprofessionals, administrators, counselors, specialists, caregivers, etc. Representation on teams within your school should also reflect a cross-section of knowledge and expertise. These teams might include general education teachers, special education teachers, interventionists, specialists in reading, math or behavior, administrators, social workers and counselors. 

TRUE or FALSE	 Students eligible for special education services can still be supported by MTSS.
True:    All students, including students with disabilities, have access to Tier 2 and Tier 3 intervention supports that are matched to their needs. A student with an IEP or a 504 Plan will benefit from the schoolwide MTSS, wherein they will be provided supports at all tiers and in the least restrictive environment. We must remain conscientious about not labeling or siloing students according to their deficits. A seamless and fluid MTSS allows for flexibility in meeting student needs. For example, a student may receive Tier 1 supports in a classroom, Tier 2 reading supports during an intervention block and Tier 3 services for social emotional support, while simultaneously all components of the IEP are delivered as required. 

TRUE or FALSE	If a student receives Special Education, MTSS problem solving stops.
False:    Problem solving and continuous improvement are cycles that should never end. Special Education teams should continue to engage in processes that evaluate their goals and services for students, for instance by using problem solving methods that can help IEP students move from higher levels of intensive supports into Tier 2 or Tier 1 instruction/support. This practice helps ensure that services are provided within the least restrictive environment. Consistent problem solving and use of data within a comprehensive MTSS continuum of supports can also help determine if/when a student should be exiting from an IEP.

TRUE or FALSE	I’m a long time educator and I just know which students need special education. 
False:   While many educators possess a wealth of invaluable experience, it is crucial that decisions about students are made by teams considering multiple sources of student data and assessing their response to evidence-based interventions. Certainly, some students need “more than the core” but they might not need special education. MTSS supports effective decision making throughout your system for all students.

GUIDING QUESTIONS:
1. Considering your role, which statements resonate the most with you?
2. To promote better understanding, how should MTSS be discussed differently in your setting?  
3. In what ways can your stakeholders (staff, students or families) experience MTSS differently?
4. What is currently in place, or can be put in place, to plan for improvements in your MTSS ? 

REFERENCES:
“MTSS Myths and Truths for Educators” (excerpts) Florida's Problem Solving/Response to Intervention Project, a collaborative project between the Florida Dept of Education and the University of South Florida. https://floridarti.usf.edu/
“Multi-Tiered System of Supports (MTSS) Myth Buster" (excerpts). The University of Texas System/Texas Education Agency.  https://spedsupport.tea.texas.gov/topics/mtss
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